J KEV NOtes FrOm J Are YOU ready?

Have you finished all your summer projects?
Purchased all your school supplies? Started
changing the evening schedule to get to bed
earlier?

Nope. Me neither.

Piano Studio

It's still summer. Savor it. It is, however, the
busiest summer in recorded history. Ask anyone
and they'll tell you. But it's summer nonetheless,

C hristine Johanns e ndthtsagoodthing.

845-628-7980 One of the things I did this summer was to attend
a workshop on how to teach jazz to late beginner
A U G U S 172009 through early advanced piano students. I believe

the composer who taught the course, Bradley
Sowash, is onto something and I have already
started using his methods with a few summer
students. Improvisation is an essential part of
being a musician, but is rarely encouraged within
the structure of formal music training.

It is part of the Musikgarten's "Music Makers at the Keyboard" curriculum, but I have found it difficult to

incorporate into the private piano lesson. Now that I have a tool: Watch out students! You are going to be

improvising!

A handful of private students continued through the summer and have begun learning their black-key
scales, beginning with Gb (or F#) major. Although these scales are tricky, we found that the summer is
the perfect time to delve into them. Most of us practice less in the summer, but because there are fewer
distractions, tricky new concepts are easily absorbed. These students can now start the new school year
with that particular attention-consuming task behind them.

"Music Makers at the Keyboard" classes also continued and I am proud to announce three new graduates
who will be starting private lessons this fall semester. (See page three of this newsletter.) Many year-one
students also came this summer to put the finishing touches on the first year of the "Music Makers"
curriculum. We are all looking forward to year two!

Last but not least, was the new adult Musikgarten keyboard class "Enjoying the Piano Together." What a
wonderful class. Adults are a delight to teach! They are enthusiastic, willing and generously supportive of
each other. In a class of six adults, some had prior musical experience, some had none, and everyone
learned and had fun learning new chords and new songs. I am working to find a time to teach this course
during the year and I will certainly keep you posted.

See what [ mean by the busiest summer in recorded history? Maybe the start of the school year will bring
a sigh of relief this year.

Little House Piano Studio, 144 Drewville Rd., Carmel, NY 10512
845628-7980 littlehousepianostudio.com



FALL SEMESTER SCHEDULE

PrivateLesson®eginthe week of Septembey20D9
Please Notd uesdayrivate lessonbegin September 22, 2009

Private lessons are scheduled Monday thrieaday,a.m. and pm. times available.
If you have not confirmed your tesime with megr are interested in starting private lesspiease call
or email meight away: 84628-7980, chrisj.rage@gmail.com.

Music Makers at the KeybaaclasseBegin the week of September 21, 20009.

YearOneBeginner Qasses Monday 4:3&%:45 pm
(See below for free trial class times.) Thursday 67:15 pm

Year Two Classes
(for students who have completed Book Two) Tuesday 4:46:00 pm
Wednesday 6:30:45pm

For a detailed FaRB009 Semester calendar, please viéit/ehousepianostudio.com
Go to"Beginner Keyboard" or "PrivateLessons thenclick on "Gilendar."
For tuition costs and studio policies do the same as above then click on
"Tuition/Policies."

Give your child the best possible foundation for a

M 'Sl l( i life-long appreciation of mustc.
GARTIEEN

®

FREE DEMONSTRATION CLASSES FOR
"MUSIC MAKERS AT THE KEYBOARD "

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 6-7 pm
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 4:30-5:30 pm

"Music Makers at the Keyboard" is an innovative new Musikgarten curriculum for
groups of young beginners ages 6 -9. Movement and song are used as the basis of an
aural (by ear) approach to learning to play the piano. Your children will love these
classes and you’ll be amazed at their musical proficiency!

Call or email to reserve a spot: 845-628-7980, chrisj.rage@gmail.com.

Little House Piano Studd, 144 Drewville Rd., Carmel, NY,0512, 8456287980, littlehousepianostudio.com




Congratulations Musikgarten Graduates

And welcome to my private lesson studiol
William Groundwat er Samantha Joia Isabel Perez.

These studentwill be starting private piano lessons this fall and will now be performing
in our Studio Recitals, National Guild Auditions, Musicianship Festival, Ensemble
Festival, Young Originals Composition Program, and possibly NYSMMA and NYSMTA
Auditions. See ittlehousepianostudio.com, go to "Private Lessons" and click on

"Performing” for information about these activities.
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WE LOVE TO SING!
All children, ages 7-12, are invited to join us.

Rehearsals are.@0-9:45 ameach Sunday.
We sing at nine services throughout the year.
Services are from 1411:15 am Christmas and Easteservicetimes vary.

REGISTRATION SUNDAY: SEPTEMBER 13, 2009,
before or after the 10 am service: 9:30 or 1 1:15 am

A $25 annual registration fee per family is required.
Church membershim a requirement.

Contact:
Christine Johannsen, Music Director, for more information.

845-628-7980 or chrisj.rage@gmail.com
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